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SUMMARY : Avast mgjority of the population in Indiaisengaged in agriculture and istherefore highly exposed
to the pesticides used in agriculture. Exposure to pesticides both occupationally and environmentally causes a
range of human health problems. Indiscriminate and repeated application of pesticides|eadsto |oss of biodiversity,
pest-resistance and other ecological imbalance. Many pesticides are not easily degradable, they persist in soil,
leach to groundwater and surface water and contaminate wide environment. In India, the use of pesticides
remains the cornerstone of controlling ticks, lice and other ecto-parasites from the livestock animals. In the
absence of an effective alternative method of control, reliance on chemicalsis bound to increase, which exerts
sel ection pressure on the target organi sm resulting into the devel opment of resistance. The persistence nature of
pesticidesled to their accumulation in animal tissues and subsequently causes human dietary exposure through
consumption of animal products viz., meat, milk, eggs and sea foods. Low dose but long term exposure of
pesticides can cause serious health hazards to human health and environment aswell. The reports on occurrence
of pesticidesresiduesin animal products manufactured in Indiaare fragmentary, but provide confirmation to the
fact that Indian consumers do get dietary exposure to these pesticides. Thus, the intensive pesticide application
resultsin several adverse effects in the environment and human health that cannot be ignored.

HOW TO CITE THISARTICLE : Kumar, Sachin, Sharma, Anil K., Rawat, S.S., Jain, D.K. and Ghosh, S. (2013). Use of pesticides
inagricultureand livestock animals and itsimpact on environment of India. Asian J. Environ. ci., 8(1): 51-57.

HIND INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY



